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BAD MORAL EFFECT
Of Unwise Use of the Pardoning
Power.

Tampa
system which permils the grant.
ing of freedom to n convieled
criminal ageinst the wishos of the
judze, prosecuting attorneys, the
jurors who convieted him and the
people at lurge, is a Jdangerons
sysiem and one that the poople of
Florida should not tolerate.

Oak  Demeocrnt: The
seemingly reckless pardoning of
convicted eriminals, in other sec
tious of the country as well
as  Klorvida, is arousing some
thought and attention—and, in-
deed, it should., We dislike to
indulge in fault finding or pro.
nounce an unjust eriticism on any
of our public officials, hut “when
theie is 0 mmch smoke there is
likely to be some fire,”” aud it is
well to at least pavse for reflec-
tion. The--sometimes wholesale
~pardoning of erimingls who
have been justly sentenced hy due
process of law, is sure to react in
making criminals more bold in
violation, thinking if eaptured,
they can soon be released through
a lenient board of pardons; and
besides this, it will bave the effect
of weakening the efficiency of
crimnal prosecution, through dis-
couragement, by desiroying the
results of its service beforeits goorl
purposes have been accomplished.
District Attorney Hamlin, of
Colorado, makes the follewing
very wise statement of his faith
on this question, which would be

luive

well for all concerned to consider: |

“I believe in justico at all times,
and msist that every person ac-
cused of & crime should hnve an
absolutely fuiv trial, and then if
he or she is convicted and sentenc-
ed, no pardon should be issned,
except for the very best of reas-
ons, Crime i rampant enough in
this country without inereasing it
by the too frequent exercise of the
pardoning power on the part of
executives.”

Times Union:—The Monticello
News says it never took much
stock in the wholesale denunciation
of the state board of pardons until
it was brought home to that paper
by the recent pardon of a negro on
whose casethe governor was ur-
gently requested to delay action un-
til several citizens of Monticello
could appear before the hoard and
make protest. 'The requests were
unheeded and now the News says:
“It is evident that the present ad-
ministration is bent on turning
loose criminals convicted in the
state courts.”” A list of all the con.
victed criminals turned loose on
society by the present hoard of par-
dons would make interesting read-
ing. :

Gen, E. M. Law, editor of the
Bartow Courier-loformant, is one
of the calmest, coolest, most " con-
servative writers in the State, It
may, therefore, be understood
how severe is his language when;
in discussing the recent pardoning
of Harry Bomford, of Tamps, for
the attempted murder of Capt.
Charley Parks in‘ the latter’s
home, Gen. Law say: ‘The ac-
tion of the

- this case is a disgrace to the stale

‘and an insult to every honorable
man and virtaous woman in it,”

1f people helieve that murder-|jectad

ers cannot or will not be punished

rdoning hoard in | ghon

by ‘‘due process of law,"it is quite
likely that they will take the
law into their own hands and re-
sort to lynching. Now, the point
is, if the people so believe, who is
responsible for causing them to
ao believe! Is it Tue Heravp,
which eries aloud for the enforce-
ment of the laws and the execu-

tion of the judgments of the
gourtst or is it the pardoning

of the highest court in the State?

Tur Heratp be denounced as|
blood-thirsty, when the penalties
are preseribed by the laws and |
not hy the papert

We do not remember that Tur
Heratp has ever charged the
State pardoning hoard with being
influenced by improper or un-
worthy motives; at any rate, we
give the board credit for hon-
esty and integrity. Wehold that
the board is often deceived and
imposed upon, and almost any
other group of five men would he
equally susceptible to deceit by
purties applying for pardon. It
would probably be wise to abolish
the board as a pardoning tribunal
and confer its powers upon the
governor and make him solely
responsihle, At all events, some-
thing should be done to check the
wholesale granting of pardons,
which unquestionably has the
offect of causing some peoplo to
consider lynching as more effica-
cious than *‘due process of lnw.”

Who May Run or Vote.

The campaign committéé of the
Democratic party in  Flovida
issued the official eall for the pri-
mwaries for May 10th and June
16th, and thus defined the qualifi-
cations of candidates and electors:
“Those, and only those persons
shall be permitted to become can-
didates before or to vote at or
participate in the management of |
any primary election held by the
Democratic party in Florida, who
are white Democratic - electors,
who' declare their adherence to
the principles and organization of
the' Democratie party—national,
state and eonnty—who are by the
laws of the State lawful electors
of thedistrict iv which they offer
to yote, who have paid their poll
taxes legally due not less than ten |

lenged by an elector pledge in
writing' upon oath before an in-
spector his honor to abide by and
sapport the vesult of such primary
and vote for the nominees there-
Of.” ‘

~ Tampa Times:—Reports are un-
iversal to the fact that the orange
bloom all over South Florida is the

number of trees has been of course
mueh - reduced since the period

prior to the great freeze, but the
oro'r now grumius to beas large
:n . h: lolil em‘hoounties' s it hwas
n the palmy ye. 1018 perhaps
carly todiscuss the matter, but it
ma¥ not be amiss to state that it
will be profitable Lo give the most
careful attention to-coltivation and
marketing the coming crop. And
also that, when itis ripened, it
Id bhe packed with the utmost
careand pains-  There is money in
sending fruit to market in the best
condition, carefully packed and se-
+ within view to uniformity in

color and quality,

COUNTY MASS MEETING

To be Held at Wauchula, Saturs
day, March 21,

All who favor good governs
ment, lower laxes, good roads,
rand county division, are requested
and expected to meet at Wanchula
on Saturday, March 21., for the

bonrd, which sets aside the ver | purpose of nominating a candidate
dicts of juries and the judgments |, Represontative and endorsing

such men for officers as they

Which s doing most to provoke | Jesive and other such business as
" . 4 . . g

lynch lawy Tur Herarp, or the | may come before the people in the

pardoning board?  Why ehould | coming  election,

Every voter
and taxpayer is urged to be pres
ent at this important meeting and
tuke part in the same; and if you
cannot come, send a delegate, as
we not only "want every distriot,
but every individual in the county
to have a voice in this meeting, so
thut there will be no cause for
complaint and all abide by the
will of the majority if honestly
and fairly expressed. Remember
the time and place and attend this
meeting,  We want every distriet
matter how
small, to be represented at this
important meeting of the people
of this county. You will be en-
tertained by speeches from the
most able and eloguent men in the
State, and we urge you to be
present and take part. .

Tup CouMITIEE.

in the \.uulli‘), no

Hon. W, B. Lamar's Visit,

Hon, W. B. Lamar, congress-
man from the thivd " district and
candidate for United Stales sena-
tor, arrived here on the morning
train from Fort Myers, Tuesday.
He was nccompanied by Mrs. La-
wiar and his hrosher, Hon, J, M,
Lamar. They were met at the
depot by fiiends and taken to
Hotel Dade, where, subsequently,
they dined,

The two gentlemen spent the
hours from 8 till 11 a, m, min-
gling with our people and gelling
acquuinted,  While they were thus
engaged, a number of Punta Gor-
di ladies called on Mrs, Lamar at
the hotel and were captivated by
her. Indeed, while coming up
from the depot and later,in the city
hally Mrs, Lamar met and shook
hands with many voters, all of
whom were charmed by ber win-
SOMme manners,

At 11 o’clock, the city hall was

days hefore such primaty election | filled with ladies and gentlemen
held, and’ who shall when chal-|gssembled to hear Mr. Lamar pre-
sent his claims for the seuatorship, |
He was introdueed by Col. F. A, iw
Whitoey, president of the bonrd |

of trade, who explained that what

Lour people most want is the im-
| provement of this harbor, -

Mr, Lamar opened his speech
by promising that, if elected, he
would do his best to secure the
fulfillment of our wishes, Aund

largest on record per tree. Tbe'his promise was made in sich a

manner as convineed his hearers of
his sincerity and of his abiliity to
serve them,

The subject of water transporta-
tion, improved shipping facilities,
gave him & starter on the chief
topic of his speech, which was in
effect the oppression of the people
by high freight and passenger
ratés caused by the over-capitaliz-
ation of ralroads. The limita:
tions of this paper prevent ‘giving
even a synopsis of his remarks,
and it must suffice to say that they
were convincing to his hearers,

]
|

ing the bour thdt he spoke. He
did not go into the details of his
publig record, nor did he allude to
his successful efforts as attorney-
general to collect $96,000 of back
taxes from the old K. C. and P.
railrond, now a part of the Sea-
hoard system, nor did he mention
his notable conduct in congress in
the impenchment of United States
Judge Swayne. But most of his
hearers are familiar with these
things. He made no reflections
upon bis competitors in the sena-
torinl race. His speech was de:
livered in a ealm, dispassionate
manner and ereated a very fayoras
ble impression,

Should he win the honor to
which he aspires, onr people foel
that their interests will be well
looked after.

The Lamars left on the evening
train for Areadis, where they
spent Tuesduy night and where
Mr. Lamar addressed the people
yesterday. On Saturday, he and
Mrs. Lamar will return to Wash-
ington. They promised to come
here aguin before summer and our
people hope they will be able to

do so,

R

We hear much of the “machine”
in Florida politics, but we have
never been able to locate it.—Pen
sacola Jonrnal.—Another dear Jit-
tle lamb, Some newspapers are
really too nnsophisticated for this
wicked, sordid world of ours. No
“machine polities in Florida!”
Doesu’t the innocence of the sug-
gestion freeze yout—QOcala Banner,

Public Library Started.

On April 1st, there will be op-
ened for the people of Punta Gor-
da » Pablic library’ domiciled at
the Guild room in the Rectory of
the Episcopal church, The trav-
eling Litrary of the Church Peri-
odical Club in New York has
given as astarter of 62 volumes of
standard fiction, and of er con-
tributions of books are ¢ ked for,
The library will bs open all day,
every- day including Sanday, and
each evening till 8 o'clock.
Contributions of money or
hooks may be made to Mrs, Theo,
Q. ‘Trout, librarian, or D, G. H.
Perine, and same is respectiully
solicite'  Books may be had for
rending free of charge, and retain-
ed for 2 weeks, and may be retain-

led 2 weeks longer on application, |

but « tine of one cent a day will
be assessed on all horrowers fail-

ing to report at the time specified,
The library will be supplied
ith benches, chairs and writing
table, though no stationery will
be supplied without & nominal
charge.~Stamps way he had of
the librarian. The lighting used
will be from the lamps formerly
nsed in the Episcopal church and
the cost of il and jaritor will be
defrayed hy voluntary contribu-
tions. “\

Alldonations will be acknowl-
edged through Tne Heratn, on-
less otherwise instructed,

Times-Union:—~ The  Tampa
Northern, which had only five miles
of road a year ago, now has ' more
than fifty miles bailt and ia use.
The company is now baying the
right of way between Brooksville
and Dunnellon, and a corps of en-
gineers is running the line north
o ke 2,
n rec ) }
rn?lga line to%ho Alaba“nf:;conl ﬂe'l‘diu.

who gave him close attention dur-

HANﬂPI;N”_”lETTER |

To the Candidate for Governor
at the Coming Primaries.

As there are to be no party con
ventions, awd consequently n
party platforms, it seems to be the
fushion of the times for each can
didate to make and publish hi:
own platform, and thatisthe only
method the opponents of the
liguor teaflic have of finding ouf
what the candidates will or will
not do on cortain lines of legisla
tion to be brought before the com
ing legislature.

Me. Stockton and Mr. Browne
have declared in favor of pro
hibition, and Gen, Gilehrist hay
declared that he drinks but rarcly,
that he voted some twelve or fif
tean years ago for local option,
and that with a Constitntional
Amendment he has nothing to do,
as that is wholly with the Legisla
ture and the People.

Now, none of these planks is
vory definite, and the Anti-Saloon
people of the State would like to
have the eandidates for Governor
tell them through the public pres
what, if elected Governor, each
will do in the following cases:
Will you as Governor advise
the Logislature to submit a con:
stitutional Amendment to o votp
of the people, or will you advise
against it, or ignore it?

Will you as such Governor
advise the Legislature to pass n
general prohibitory law, or will
you advise against, or ignore it?
Or, if passed, will you approve it,
or veto it!

Will yon, as such Goveror, ad-
vise the Legislature to enact a law
to prevent the railroads and ex-
press companies from transport-
ing intoxieating liquors into dry
counties, or will you advisp
ageingt it, or ignore it? Or, if
ennctod, will “you approve it, or
veto it?

Will you, as such Governos,
advise the Legislature to enact w
law to remove from office all Ju-
dicial and Executive officers who
shall willfully neglect or refuse to
oxecute the laws of the State, in-
cluding all lawe against the traffic
in intoxicating liquors, or will yon
advise agninst it, or ignore ift
Or, if enacted, will you approve,
or veto it?

These are all absolutely im-
portant and necessary legislation,
and the Anti-Saloon people do not
want to cast their votes in the
dark, or on un uncertainty.

i Jonx C. Prrrer.
Punta Gorda, Fia.

DeLand Record: —Messrs James
W. Perkins and Zack T. Bielby ave
two orange'growers of this roction
who made  nice sum from the erop
just disposed of, the former cleaniug
up $8,500 and the latter $6,500.
Their groves are out north of town
abeut five miles, and are keptin
the best of condition, They will
have a larger crop another scason,
%“ these groves, like all othersare
showing signs of heavy bloom.

C. R. C. Jobnson of Orlandobas
just begun to cut his celery crop.
From one small piece, which was
accurately measured and found to
contain just one-tenth of an acre,ho

of the latter city, The road will cut 148 crates of extra fine celery

which he disposed of at $2 per erato
f. 0. b. Sanford. This would make
‘an income of 2,900 per acre.




